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Session Four
Study Exodus Session Four 



Where your heart is…Exodus 32:1-20, 33:1-6
Aims of the session

· To explore the passage by looking at the attitudes of the different people in the story.

· To continue to develop our money autobiography. This time we explore autobiography issues around the lifestyle choices that we make.
The Golden Calf is one of the best known stories from Exodus, perhaps from the whole Bible. Moses is up on the mountain receiving the law from God.  He has been away longer than the people expected and in his absence they are losing confidence. They have never really been comfortable with this new situation as they wander in the wilderness. They have grumbled against Moses and God and at times longed for Egypt again. In their anxiety they pressure Aaron and unable to resist the pressure he offers some seriously misplaced religious leadership by constructing a golden calf.  Some of the gifts they brought back from Egypt are used in part to make the calf god. A people set free by God and called to live by trust in him now place something else at the centre of their spiritual and community life. Aaron is not only unable to resist the pressure he is also confused. He puts a golden calf on the altar and declares a festival to the Lord!  

The story is a fascinating illustration of Jesus well known words, “you cannot serve God and money”. Money has its rightful place as a gift of God; putting it at the centre of our lives is not the right place. Like Aaron we are surrounded by many pressures, from our friends, from advertising from our own expectations. It is not easy to resist this pressure and think as Christian people about so emotive a subject as money. And like Aaron we can often confuse worldly ways of thinking about money with our Christian discipleship. We can be disciples in many areas of our lives but when it comes to money we think like the world and assume that our attitudes are Christian.
Leaders preparation
Read the section The Golden Calf and The Value of Repentance from the introduction and also the Bible passages for the study.
Opening prayer
Bible reading: Exodus 32:1-20, 33:1-6
Introduction

Invite group members to say what pressure they feel from the world around them when it comes to money and lifestyle decisions?  Has anyone felt feeling pressured into making decisions they later regretted? Have some decisions proved to be a mistake - or to be a real blessing? It might include a change of job, a house move, or something much less serious but still important. In what ways has money been a major issue in your Christian life and the decisions you have had to make? 
If these questions seem too direct for the group try one of the optional exercises instead.

Optional exercises
1. Distribute a number of popular celebrity and lifestyle magazines. They are primarily for women so you may need to think about something appropriate for men in the group.  Invite group members to flick through them briefly and pull out some adverts or articles which strike them.  What are the messages about they way we should look, the possession we should have the plans we should make? This is a simple but powerful exercise around advertising power

2. Using an old cheque book invite the group to mention routine items of household expenditure -not amounts, just the items: Bills, food, mortgage, leisure and so on. Ask two brief questions: Has anyone mentioned giving to the church?  Has anyone mentioned debt repayments?  Pass the cheques around and note that the cheque is “crossed” to the payee - the two vertical lines in the middle.  Billy Graham said once that a cheque book was a theological document; it says clearly what is important in our lives. Are the cheques that we write week by week “crossed” with the cross of Christ? Is what we do with out money born out of our discipleship to Jesus?

3. For a bit of fun use the advertising logo quiz which can be found in the Preach Exodus! Warming Up ,Warming Down resources for Week Four on the Giving in Grace website

Action Scene: Exodus 32:1-10 (20) 33:1-6

Give each member of the group an Action Scene.  Using the picture reflect on the each of the characters in the Bible passage. 
The people: 

· Why did the people of Israel find themselves worshipping the Golden Calf?  

· What made them do it despite the fact that they had depended on God for so long?  

· Have there been times when group members have been unsure of God’s presence in their lives?  What is the effect of that uncertainty? 

· Why is it easier to centre our lives on things we can see than trusting God? Write on the calf some of the things we value that might sometimes take God’s place.
Aaron:

· What role did Aaron have among the people?  Should he have known better?

· Why do you think Aaron did it?  Was he under pressure from the people?  Can group members share stories about feeling under pressure to buy, possess or use possessions in a way God might not like?

· Look at verse Ex 32:5 - Aaron puts the calf on the altar and then proclaims a feast to the Lord.  Can group members share about feeling uncertain or confused about getting the balance right between God and money?

Dancers:

· Things got out of hand as the party around the golden calf got into full swing!  Can the group share stories where money and wealth seem to lead to trouble? It might be too much partying - can it also be too much work, too much ambition. Is it just rock stars and celebrities who can be guilty of this?

Moses:

· Look at Exodus 32:19-20. What is Moses reaction to the golden calf scene?

· Do group members ever get angry when we see other people using wealth and possessions wrongly?
· Are group members aware of the issues around Fair trade?
· What are the first and last of the 10 commandments? Write each on the two stone tablets Moses is holding. Why are these “bookends” of the commandments so important?

Money autobiography

Lifestyle Questions

· The USA gives grants of $1.4billion for AIDS support to 14 poor countries; debt repayments to the West by those same countries are over $9 billion. Two-thirds of the earth's population lives below the U.S. poverty line. How does this affect our attitudes toward money? 

· How do you feel when people approach you for money on the street? How do you feel when you receive phone solicitations for charitable contributions? 
· In what ways does your relationship with money affect your faith? In what ways does your faith affect your relationship with money?
· What kind of legacy would you like to leave when you die? Of your worldly possessions, what would you leave to whom and why?

· One strong theme of both Jewish and Christian faith is that wealth is given for the common good of the whole community. What does this mean to you? Does anyone other than you have a legitimate claim to your money and possessions?

· In what ways do you feel your relationship with money is a spiritual issue? What does it mean to you to be a good steward? 
Conclusion

Only if there is time read Exodus 33:1-6. Israel will get their promised land but the presence of God will not be with them. In a repentance symbolised by the removal of the jewellery they took from Egypt they seek not only the promise but also God’s presence; they did not want just the gift but the life and presence of the Giver. There is something intoxicating, seductive about the money messages that surround us. We need to be on our guard and thinking like Christians in this area of our lives.
This session has explored something of the power of money and the need to think clearly and biblically about this important area of our lives and the quality of the choices that we make. Sometimes we identify areas where we need to repent. Next week we look at another way of getting the balance right between money and walking with God - our giving.
Closing prayer
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