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The Rich Man and Lazarus
Icebreaker

What’s the best gift you have ever received – and why is it the best?

Questions

Here are 8 ways of giving.

1. Careless, giving to anything anytime
2. Impulsive,  giving without proper consideration or inquiry
3. Lazy, giving by means of bazaars, church suppers, etc.
4. Self-denying, by saving on luxuries and using only what is actually necessary
5. Systematic, one-tenth or one-fifth or some other proportion.
a. NB Leviticus 27.32-33 God knows all about human nature
b. Malachi 3.10 The promise is conditional!
6. Equal, giving to God as much as we spend on ourselves
7. Cheerful, 2 Corinthians 9:7 The Greek word for cheerful is hilarion from which we get he word hilarious, note the hilarity in church next Sunday during the collection!
8. Heroic, limiting our expenses to a certain small sum and giving the rest to God
Now ask yourself:

1. Where does my giving fit in on this scale?
2. Where does our church’s giving fit in on this scale?
3. Where should my giving be?
4. Where should our church’s giving be?

AND / OR

Instructions to rich people

Please don’t kid yourselves, in world terms, we are all rich people.

A preamble for thought or discussion

There is nothing that “petrifies the feelings” (Robert Burns) more than selfishness

Read:-   1 Timothy  6.17-19

1. Do not be arrogant

2. Do not put your hope in money 
(They say that money talks; the only thing it has said to me is “Good bye”.)

3. Nothing wrong in enjoying riches, though not selfishly

4. Be rich in good deeds

5. Be generous

6. Be willing to share, communicate

Taking these instructions 1 by 1 how might we follow them today?

Closing thought from John Bunyan

“There was a man, and some did count him mad,

The more he gave away the more he had.”[image: image6.png]
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