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Introduction
Many Parishes thrive on socials. They enjoy the camaraderie, the fellowship and gifts of hospitality with many churches are blessed. Giving in Grace is not like the old “Wells" campaigns, fundraising socials that longstanding members of the church may recall. But Wells campaigns discerned the importance of social events and they can play an important part in a Giving in Grace programme. In many places personal giving has become a taboo subject although fundraising is often spoken of. Incorporating the Giving in Grace programme into the social life of the church can be a good opportunity to bring it in from the cold and help individuals come to terms with the fact that their giving matters, as much to them as to the ministry of the church. This can be done without embarrassment and with enjoyment. 

Keep the main thing the main thing

Remember, however, that the focus of Giving in Grace is Christian giving as an element in discipleship and spirituality. It is not a fundraising effort. Accordingly be very careful that the feel, tone and core message of the event reflects this primary concern. Many people will have experience of social fundraising events and it is most natural that they will understand the social event in that light. careful planning is important in retaining clarity of message. 

There is a basic rule of thumb to work with here. Differentiation is at the heart of Giving in Grace. So, if the focus of the Giving in Grace programme is differentiation into the Core, Congregation and fringe groupings then ensure that the focus of the social is upon those who are regular worshippers. However, perhaps especially in more rural communities 

planning groups will decide to extend the scope of the programme to include what we have termed "associational" members. These are the friends of the church, its well wishers; folk who are glad the church is there but rarely if ever attend outside of the occasional offices of baptisms, weddings and funerals. If Giving in Grace embraces associational members then the socials can and should reflect that approach. 

Types of events 

Socials will take many forms and the following ideas are a few starter suggestions. There will be no shortage of other ideas which have worked well in the local setting.

· Harvest supper for the congregation perhaps after evensong. Make use of some of the Harvest service resources. 

· Agape “bring and share” lunch after Sunday services

· Soup and sandwiches after midweek morning communion 

· Quiz night with light refreshments 

· Organisations own socials e.g. Mothers Union nights 

· Joint old and Young night with Teens leading some of the TeenTalk activities 

· Dinner safaris- where people live close enough to walk to each others homes for starters, main course, and another’s for pudding 

· Best of all…..what you normally do!

How to incorporate Giving in Grace 

The bulk of the evening or session will rightly be taken up by the social event itself but it is vital to plan what you want to say about Giving in Grace. This is not about a hard sell but you do want to put a clear request before the church members to act on the literature that they receive.

· Consider a short biblical introduction using material from the preaching resources to make a few simple stewardship points. 

· Make use of the one of the financial presentations to set out the financial situation

· Talk personally about the hopes and aspirations of the church coming out of the consultation on the case statement, the ministry and mission planned for the coming year. Stress the importance of a personal, generous response to giving in grace to make that happen and your personal commitment to it all 

· Especially where children are present consider using one of the sketches, Millionaero or The Heckler. 

· Use the TeenTalk pages to get ideas for activities such as the logo quiz and then talk about Christian giving which is after all our “logo”  - people know who we are by what we do. 

· A member of the planning team might give a testimony about their own experience of growing in the grace of giving or the impact of being on the planning group for their own giving.
· Use the financial and other information in the case statement to do a short quiz. Invite people to join in small groups by telling them about what they are, who is hosting them, who is leading them, and how wonderful they are going to be…even chocolate biscuits provided! 

· Use the liturgical resources to find prayers to close the social event or use the Litany of Thanksgiving.
· Have fun and don’t preach…..leave that to the church services.
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