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Opening Sentence

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth…but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 


Mt 6:19-21
Penitence

This prayer of confession can be used on its own or accompanied by a traditional prayer of confession. If facilities permit consider projecting the Action Scene for Week One and invite people to reflect quietly on the picture.  Allow a moment for reflection and then the leader reads the confession which asks for God’s forgiveness and declares our forgiveness of others.

Sometimes I am like the king of Egypt, at the centre of my world and needing to have more and more things to call my own. Creator God, we are sorry:
Please, forgive us.

Sometimes I am like the slave drivers – doing my job, looking after my family and living my life without really thinking about how others might be suffering while I want more for myself. Generous God, we are sorry:

Please, forgive us. 

Sometimes I am like the Hebrews; hurt by other people’s selfishness and struggling to believe and hope in the purposes of God. Loving God, as you forgive us:
We forgive them.

Collect

Father God, you provide for all our needs 

   through the richness of creation

and call your people to trust your promises; 

Give us grace both to receive your gifts with thanksgiving

and to live our lives as faithful stewards of your abundance. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Intercessions

These intercessions use the theme of Chains which can be found in the Warming Up Warming Down resources for Week One. The intercessions can be supported by using images from the internet which illustrate the biddings: a third world farmer or a child labourer, western children in a modern schoolroom contrasted with a school in Africa; images of families celebrating and hurting.  (Because of copyright restrictions it is not possible to provide these resources on this website.)

Heavenly Father, your desire is for us to be free and to live your abundant life, but everywhere in our world people are in chains.  

Father, break the chains that bind us:  And set your people free
Father, we pray for those who are caught in the chains of poverty; those for whom the rains do not fall, whose land is taken from them, whose leaders betray them and whose country is held in the unjust chains of international debt.

Father, break the chains that bind us: And set your people free
Father, we pray for those in our nation caught in chains. We pray for those trapped by their desire for more and more.  We pray also for those caught in poverty through addiction, helplessness and through no fault of their own.  We pray also for those trapped in debt and do not know how to find freedom.

Father, break the chains that bind us: And set your people free
Father, we pray for our families and friends.  Bless those chains of love, laughter and joy that bind us to those lives that enrich ours. Set us free from the chains that bind us, of painful memories, of unspoken hurts and lack of understanding.

Father, break the chains that bind us: And set your people free
Father, we pray for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, for those grieving the loss of someone they love and for those who care, often at great cost to themselves. Give your peace and in the midst of sadness and sorrow grant the gentle freedom that comes with knowing your presence. 

Father, break the chains that bind us: And set your people free
Offertory

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation;

through your goodness we have these gifts to share.

Accept and use our offerings for your glory

and for the service of your kingdom.

Blessed be God for ever.

Source unknown
Post communion prayer

Living Christ,

you have known insecurity and poverty:

free us from the need to seek

the security of easy wealth.

Give us generous hearts,

that we may know the richness of your grace.

For your holy name’s sake.

Lambeth Prayers (adapted) ACC/SPCK, 1998
Blessing

May Christ who for our sake became poor

make you rich in everything –

in faith, speech, knowledge and love.

And the blessing of God Almighty …
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Exodus 1:1-14
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