
Overflowing Grace
A three week bible study  
exploring how we can  
‘excel in the grace of giving’ 
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Overflowing Grace
Bible studies from 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 9

Introduction

It’s a funny thing: most of us do not like talking about money. Couples 
find it hard, families sometimes fall out over money and even winning 
the lottery can create problems between people. No surprise then that 
giving, how much and to whom, is a tough subject to tackle. Add to this 
the fact that many people struggle with finances, whether it is budgeting, 
debt, supporting dependants or giving and the challenge is clear.  
In difficult financial circumstances, charities and churches are feeling  
the pinch. 

However, where we prefer silence the bible has a great deal to say about 
money and possessions and what we do with them. Paul, the great 
missionary apostle, was no different. An important part of his ministry 
was organised a financial offering from the Gentile churches for the poor 
in Jerusalem (Rom 15:25-28; 1 Cor 16:1-3). These three bible studies 
focus on Paul’s extended teaching in giving found in his second letter to 
the Corinthians chapters 8 and 9. As Paul wrote this letter he was very 
concerned for the financial needs of the church in Jerusalem. Originally 
the church in Corinth had been enthusiastic to help, but their energy 
had flagged. For Paul the very real need in Jerusalem matters. But Paul 
also wants the Corinthians to know that their giving is a response to 
the overflowing grace of God, an act of obedience to Paul’s apostolic 
authority and a concrete expression of the mutual sharing between 
Jewish and gentile churches. With all this in mind, Paul tackles the thorny 
question of how to encourage the Corinthians to review their giving and 
get it back on track. It is amazing that he begins, not with a demand for 
money, but a discussion on grace. He doesn’t even use the word, ‘money’ 
at all in the entire two chapters. Instead he uses different words, such as 
fellowship, service and most importantly, grace.
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Course overview

Session 1 – (optional)

Focus: 
A simple, fun way to build group relationships and help people talk  
about money

Advance preparation needed:  
Ludo board and dice; a print out of the Money Ludo cards 

Session 2

Focus:  
The example of grace – The generosity of Jesus and the church  
in Macedonia

Advance preparation needed: 
Bibles, You Tube clip or CD of worship songs

Session 3

Focus:  
The practice of grace – graceful giving

Advance preparation needed:  
Bibles, Youtube clip or CD of, ‘I the Lord of Sea and Sky’ or ‘Brother, 
Sister, let me serve you’ together with copies of the words of whichever 
song you choose.

Session 4

Focus:  
The growth of grace – the outcome of giving

Advance preparation needed:  
Bibles, seeds
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Leader’s preparation

Leaders should make time to read the whole of 1 and 2 Corinthians. 
There are also helpful web resources and commentaries (see below) 
to help you understand the trickier sections, but the most important 
resource to absorb is the Bible story itself. Try not to overload the group 
members with too much background information as sometimes this can 
over-complicate reading the Bible unless you are already an experience 
Bible reader.

Being sensitive

Money is a personal matter. Be clear that people should only share as 
much of their personal situation as they feel comfortable with and that 
the group maintain confidentiality. 

Every person is in a different financial situation and has different 
priorities in managing finance. It would be helpful to acknowledge this at 
the first session. If you can obtain leaflets or local contact details from 
Christians Against Poverty (https://capuk.org), or explore the resources 
at www.stewardship.org.uk/money to offer help and support for those 
who are in debt or struggling with money worries.

Resources to help understand the letters to the Corinthians

�� www.biblegateway.com 
Try reading the letters in one go using 
the NEB. Also look at other versions 
of the passages used. There is a 
commentary on each passage available.

�� The Message of 2 Corinthians: Study 
guide by Paul Barnett  
(Bible Speaks Today)

�� www.biblestudytools.com 
This makes the Matthew Henry 
commentary available online.
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Session 1: (Optional)
This is an entirely optional session to be used or omitted as the group 
leader thinks best. It is built around the traditional game of Ludo and the 
aim is to help the group begin to share their experiences of money in a 
relaxed and humorous way.. 

You will need a Ludo board and some dice. In addition you will need the 
Money Ludo cards (which can be found at www.givingingrace.org/Study-
2-Corinthians!). The cards should be printed out in colour then cut up 
into individual cards. There are six questions for each colour on the Ludo 
board - blue, red, green and yellow – a total of 24 questions in all. 

Before the game, remind the players that it is a bit of fun! Each player is 
allowed to pass if the question is uncomfortable for them. 

How to play

Divide the group up into four teams. For instance, a group of 8 would 
enable two people to be in each. Play in the same way as a game of 
Ludo. The object of the game is for each team to move their counters 
around the board and back to base before the other teams. Shake the 
dice and move that number of squares around the board. (There is no 
need to shake a six to start moving counters).

If a player shakes a one or a six, they move their counter that 
number of squares. Then they must draw a card of the colour section in 
which they land on the board. So, if they are in the green section, they 
draw a green card. 

The card has a question which the player should read out to the group 
and then answer. Other group members are encouraged to chip in with 
their own memories – bearing in mind that they might draw that card 
themselves at some point. Always leave yourself with something to say!

Sometimes, a player’s counter will land on the same square as the 
counter of another player. If this happens, the player who was on the 
square first must draw a card of the same colour as square. 

Make sure that the game moves with pace and that answers are quick. 
Allow for interaction but don’t let one question become an extended 
discussion and dominate the whole game. 

You may like to make light refreshments available during the game.
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Play can last as long as people are talking comfortably and engaging with 
the game naturally and easily. If it starts to drag then simply end the 
game. Note that you may have to resist the competitive urge of some 
players to win.

Bible reading: Mark 10: 17-27

There is no bible study as such for this session but at the end of the 
game the leader should read the well known story of the rich young man 
from Mark’s gospel. A brief reflection is all that is needed, although the 
group might wish to comment on the story. 

This young man has been brought up with a deep faith and practices 
his faith by keeping the commandments. He is loved by Jesus who 
challenges him to give away all he has. The price is too great as the man 
is very rich and he walks away sad. He knows exactly what he is walking 
away from. 

This rich young man has grown up to know and practice his faith but he 
has also been captured by power of money in his life and the subtle ways 
in which money can capture our hearts. The Money Ludo game is a fun 
way to remind ourselves that we have all grown up to think, feel and act 
around money in different ways. Often the money messages in our lives 
are so deeply ingrained in us that we hardly know they are there. But, as 
with the rich young man, they affect how we think about money; how we 
read what the bible says about finance; and how we make discipleship 
decisions around money.1 

Prayer

Close this session with a short time of prayer

1 For more on knowing our personal money stories see the Stewardship 
paper Written on our Hearts at www.stewardship.org.uk/money/
downloads/resources/Written%20on%20our%20Hearts%20rev.pdf
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Session 2: The example of grace – 
The generosity of Jesus and the church  
in Macedonia
Starter

Have you ever received unexpected generosity or alternatively found 
yourself wanting to give generously - especially from or to someone 
outside your own family or close friendship group? 

Searching the Bible

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9

Prompts for discussion

�� One of the poorest churches, Macedonia, gave the most generously. 
Looking at verses 1-5 can you suggest why this might have been? 

�� In verse 8 Paul writes of, ‘testing the sincerity of your love’. Why 
does Paul consider that giving is somehow a litmus test of love and 
obedience for the Corinthians – and for us? 

�� We usually think about giving to meet needs. Looking at verse 9 
what does Paul suggest is the ultimate motivation for Christian 
giving?

So what now? 

What does this mean for us in the world, our church and our  
individual lives?

�� The Macedonian church had experienced a severe trial (v2) and they 
were also extremely poor. What stories in the news of people and 
nations experiencing hardship and poverty are especially touching 
your heart at the moment?

�� What would a church that ‘excelled in the grace of giving’ (v7) look 
like – and how does your church shape up?

�� Can you share a time in your life when you have been challenged to 
connect your giving to your faith in Jesus? 
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Taking action:

Find out about a charity which is supported by your local church and is 
working in a different part of the world. 

Alternatively, a fabulous resource can be found at http://prayercast.com/
nations.html. Here you can choose countries and regions from all over 
the world with each country providing a local overview, prayer points and 
a prayer video. You might like to think about the countries you may have 
visited or the stories you see on the news and use this resource to find 
out more and to pray for them.

Closing worship

�� Use the prompts for prayer from the Barnabas trust  
(www.barnabasfund.org.uk) which gives support and 
encouragement to churches facing persecution and difficulties 
across the world).

�� Read Philippians 2:1-11 and then spend some time in silence or 
with a worship CD or songs from You Tube playing quietly in the 
background.  
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Session 3: The practice of grace – 
graceful giving
Starter

John Wesley said, “Earn all you can, give all you can, save all you can” 
When you were growing up what money advice was passed on to you – 
and now that we are wiser (!), what money advice would we pass on  
to others? 

Searching the Bible

Read 2 Corinthians 8:10-15 and 9:1-5

Prompts for discussion

�� Why do you think that Paul is willing to give advice about giving but 
will not command the Corinthians to do something?

�� What does Paul mean in verse 12 when he talks of ‘giving from what 
you have’? Is it about giving from what we have left over when 
everything else is paid for or from our income as a whole?

�� What does Paul mean by, ‘equality’ or ‘fair shares’ in verses 13-15? 
(You may find turning back to Exodus 16:18 quoted in verse 15, the 
story of Gods provision of manna in the desert, helpful.)

�� Why in 8:11 and in 9:1-5 is Paul concerned that the desire to give is 
followed by practical action and planning to make their gift?

�� How do we make decisions about spending in our church? What 
would be considered good and bad practice? 

So what now? 

What does this mean for us in the world, our church and our individual 
lives? In this section we ask questions in each of these three areas.

�� Why does the world have a short attention span regarding 
generosity to those in need once a crisis has faded from the news 
report or special days such as Comic Relief are over?

�� Read 2 Cor 8:16-24 How does the way our church communicate 
about money, manages and makes spending decisions about money 
compare with the high standards that Paul wants to set? 
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�� Looking at our own giving in the light of 8:11 what is our personal 
challenge: is it our willingness to give generously or is it our ability 
to plan our giving and complete the task?

Taking action:

�� Paul talks about fair shares. Foodbanks are one way in which 
churches are meeting local needs through the generosity of 
individuals. This week find out more about what foodbanks do and 
how local churches are getting involved. 

�� For opportunities to give in some way each day this week – and do 
them cheerfully and in absolute privacy if at all possible.

�� Look over your budget (or get started on making one) and consider 
how much and what proportion of your income you give away. How 
do you plan this so that you can keep charitable commitments?

Closing worship

�� Sing together or listen to, ‘I the Lord of Sea and Sky’ or ‘Brother, 
Sister let me serve you’. You may like to print out the words to 
make it easier to follow.

�� Read 2 Corinthians 1:3,4 and 13:11. Leave a time for quiet prayer.
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Session 4: The growth of grace – the outcome 
of giving
Starter   

If you had a million pounds right now, what would you do with it?

Searching the Bible

Read 2 Corinthians 9: 6-15

Prompts for discussion

�� What does the illustration of the sower teach us about giving?

�� What does the passage suggest are the blessings and benefits of 
generous giving?

�� Verse 8 is a tough verse. It promises God’s abundant provision so 
two tough questions: 

– How do we feel about trusting God for everything that we need 
– and can anyone share a personal example of this?

– What advice would you give to someone in serious debt or 
money worry as they read this verse?

So what now? 

What does this mean for us in the world, our church and our  
individual lives?

�� Which charitable causes raise the most money – and why? What are 
the triggers that prompt your friends, colleagues and neighbours to 
give?

�� How can your church help, ‘supply the needs of Gods people and 
overflow with thanks’. What would this look like week by week in 
services, small groups, community activities etc?

�� Looking at these verses what words might we use to describe the 
heart of a generous Christian giver?
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Taking Action

�� At the end of this short study, prayerfully write down three  
practical steps that you can take to grow as a more generous and 
cheerful giver

�� Read Philippians 4:6 and spend a little time at the end of each day 
this week practicing an ‘attitude of gratitude’ for all the blessings 
that God has given you.

Closing worship

Ask the group to offer prayers of thanks, avoiding asking God for 
anything at this stage. Explain that when there is a lull, you will leave a 
time of silence as it is likely that more things for which to be thankful will 
occur to them at this point.

You may wish to distribute a seed or a nut or even a small plant to  
each person and ask them to hold it and pray for guidance as to how 
to take part in sowing generously for God’s harvest. Ask for grace to be 
cheerful givers.


