
Regular planned giving to 
Anglican churches outstrips 
giving to our biggest UK 
charities. But despite this 
committed giving base 
churches are the poor 
relations when it comes to 
receiving gifts in wills. The 
simple truth is that churches 
are missing out on millions. 
Developing a simple, sensitive 
legacy policy and practice is a 
priority.

Legacies gifted around £2.6 billion to charities in 2015, estimated to 
increase by 20% to £2.9 billion by 2020 and by 2050 to be worth around 
£5 billion. Now £2 billion is a lot of money which does an awful lot of 
good. It is often said that six out of every ten lifeboats are launched by 
legacies (64% of RNLI income in 2015). The top 1000 legacy charities 
receive an average of 12% of total income from legacies. 

This £2 billion is all the more impressive because only a little over 6% of 
deaths lead to a charitable will with an estimated 13% of over 50s with a 
charitable will. i Even a small shift in public attitudes would hugely benefit 
legacy income to charities and churches. And, frankly, churches need that 
change of mindset. 

A gift in our will is a natural part of our faithful committed giving. When 
we have taken care of our loved ones (1 Tim 5:3) surely we should give 
generously from our estate in death as from our disposable income in 
life? A gift in our will is consistent with the biblical principles of loving, 
planned, proportionate generosity. It may well be our biggest gift and could 
transform the ministry and mission of the church that has nurtured our 
faith and those Christian and other charities that we have supported in life.

But whilst churches have a faithful giving base our shared hesitation to 
talk about legacies means we are missing out. One survey suggested that 
less than a quarter of Christians had heard about gifts in wills from their 
church. ii But while we are silent other charities are asking and showing 
the difference that gifts in wills are making. 

Making a Will
The Book of Common Prayer urges Christian people, ‘to take order for the 
settling of their temporal estates whilst they are in health’, noting that a 
will assists our executors and is, of course, an act of love and provision 
for those we love. Making a Will is a wise act of personal stewardship and 
much easier than some people think. The Church of England’s legacies 
website, www.churchlegacy.org.uk, and www.christianlegacy.co.uk are 
both valuable resources for individuals wanting to know how to make a 
will and leave a gift in their will. An up to date will ensures that the people 
and charities you want to receive a share of your estate actually do so. 
Which takes us nicely to the next point.

Leaving a gift in our will
A gift in our will may be our opportunity to make a transformational gift. 
In 2014 legacy income to Anglican churches passed the £50 million mark. 
These gifts, large and small, have made possible a wide range of church 
repairs and missional projects. Chapter six of Beyond the Collection Plate 
makes the case for inviting gifts in wills, suggests ways in which churches 
can develop a simple legacy strategy and literature and also signposts 
resources including the very helpful Parish Resources website. iii These 
simple resources will help give churches the confidence to encourage 
those members who wish to make a will and leave a gift in that will. 
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i Stats: Legacy Giving 2015 and 2016   
 from www.legacyforesight.co.uk 
 Footnote 68 on p53 of the book 
 is now outdated. Legacy Market  
 Snapshot is replaced by the  
 annual Legacy Giving report  
 and Legacy Matters is no longer  
 published.
ii www.christianlegacy.co.uk
iii www.parishresources.org.uk/
 legacies
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