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Planning Notes:

This drama can be presented using a series of props (see list below), or alternatively by using the accompanying Powerpoint slides with fewer props.  Depending on how creative your drama group are and the space available, it is also possible to mix the two methods.  For those choosing to use the Powerpoint slides, the slide numbers have been marked as stage directions within the script to indicate at which point each particular slide should appear.  A few of the slides have animated items that should appear at specific points within the script; these slides are marked “<Slide # initial>”.  

<Slide # initial> indicates the initial appearance of a slide that has an animated item, or text to reveal.
<Slide # one click> indicates the point at which the slide sequence can be moved on to release/reveal the animated item/text.
Both the Powerpoint slides and this script will need to be amended to display the correct number values for your church.  The slides may also be amended to use a different theme, if desired.

Required for drama:
· Game show host (H) and a Contestant (C)

· Device to generate telephone ringing sound (Mobile phone, child’s toy or MP3 player)

· A normal landline telephone (not connected to a telephone line)

· Video projector and laptop or PC to run Powerpoint slides showing list of numbers, or some other method to display the answers board.  
NB: The list of numbers on the answers board must include all the answers to the questions that will be used.

· Stool for contestant to sit on (optional).

· Four chocolate bars, or some other form of ‘treat’ and large plain envelopes to hold the ‘treat’ and keep each one out of sight.

Optional items if not only using a projection screen.

· Large numbered boxes – preferably red in colour with large black & white label showing number (number will need to be clearly seen from a distance).  Eight identical boxes are needed.

· Table for contestant’s box and a longer table for the other boxes.  The boxes will need to be lined up so that any one can be easily picked up.

Notes:
If required, the initial general questions can be changed to suit the composition of the congregation (e.g. numbers and ages of children or young people).  When questions are altered, the banter between the Host and Contestant may also need to be revised.

The treats are placed in the boxes (if being used), or otherwise hidden from 
sight (using the large envelopes).  If using envelopes, they will need to be numbered too.

While the questions are kept by the game host, in order to keep control of the drama.  An envelope containing a blank card could be placed in the boxes, where used, for the Host to pick up and pretend that a question is written on it.  

The drama can be done as a single performance, or split up with an ‘advert’ break for a hymn, song, or bible reading.  Approximate timing is 7 minutes before the ‘break’ and 15 minutes after the ‘break’.

Possible alternative questions:

i. In which year did the city of Liverpool receive its royal charter? – ans. 1207

ii. In which year did Concorde, the world’s only successful supersonic airliner, first fly? – ans. 1969

iii. In which year did the Roman Emperor, Hadrian, begin to build his wall across north-west England? – ans. 122

Alternative questions for younger children:

iv. In the Night Garden, how many Pontipines are there? – ans. 10

v. What number does Sporticus carry on his chest? – ans. 10

vi. If Thomas is 1 and Gordon is 4, on the island of Sodor, what number is Toby? – ans. 7

Or use your own questions to reflect your own area.  If any questions are changed, please ensure that the correct blue or red number is removed from all subsequent slides.

Answers Number List: 2, 3, 5, 12, 101, 122, 1001, 1206, 1507, 1837, 1966 and 2104.  Replace two of the larger (red) numbers for the correct answers (in whole pounds) for church finance questions.

Drama:

<Slide 1>

H: Welcome to this latest edition of our game show ‘Fair Deal or No Deal?’  At this point I should mention that any resemblance I have to Noel Edmonds is purely accidental.  Our contestant today will need to use all of their powers of deduction, reasoning and physical stamina to identify which of the answers shown on our screen is the correct one for the question they are asked.   We have already cast lots, drawn short straws and randomly stuck pins in members of the congregation.  Eventually, we got a volunteer.

(Contestant appears rubbing own arm and calls behind them.)
C: Hey, those pins hurt!

H: Please welcome today’s contestant. (Pause for applause.) Good morning and thank you for volunteering to take part in today’s edition …

C: (Interrupting) Volunteer!  Who volunteered?  As I walked in through the door I got stabbed with a pin and dragged up here.  What’s going on?  What’s the deal here then?

H: Well I’m glad to hear that you’re already getting in to the spirit of our game with your ‘What’s the deal?’ question.  <Slide 2>  So without further ado, please select your box.

C: Box?  What box?

H: The box that will be ‘your box’.  If you look at the screen over there you’ll see eight numbered boxes; you just need to choose one.

C: (Looks suspiciously at Host)  Why?  What’s in the boxes?

H: Each box contains a surprise and a question.

C: A question?

H: Yes, a question that can be answered using one of the numbers shown on our big screen <Slide 3>.
C: And the surprise?

H: It wouldn’t be a surprise if I told you now, would it?

C: No, I suppose not.

H: So, you need to select a box to hold and then pick another to be opened and eliminated.

C: By the way, what happens if I choose the wrong answer from the screen?

H: Well there is good news and bad news.

C: Give me the bad news first?

H: You are not allowed to eliminate any more boxes.

C: And the good news?

H: You get to put more money into your giving envelopes.  You win the opportunity to increase your offertory.  You have the privilege of giving more back to God!

C: What!

H: Oh yes, you get to increase your giving by the amount set in the box you chose first.

C: Whoa!  No-one said anything about changing the amount I give each week?  I’ll have you know that I’ve been giving the same amount for years; if it was alright when I started I see no reason why it isn’t alright now!

H: Well, it is a good idea for everyone to review their giving each year and the <finance committee/church council> thought that our little game show would be a fun way to do it.

C: (Sceptically) Really.

H: Yes, inflation affects us all, the church included.

C: Tell me about it; the increases in petrol, food, gas and electric … Gee whiz!

H: Okay on with the game - everyone is waiting - please select your initial box
<Slide 4 initial>.

C: Box number two please.

H: <Slide 4 one click> Here you are.  Now select a box to eliminate.
C: Box number five please <Slide 5 initial>.

H: Are you going to suffer the surprises yourself, or do you want someone else here to suffer for you?

C: ‘Suffer’?  Hum.  What are the surprises again?

H: Now you don’t catch me out that easily, heh heh.

C: I didn’t like the twinkle in your eye when you said that.  I’m going to let someone else have the surprises.

H: Okay (turns to the younger members of the congregation), do we have any volunteers to get surprise number five please?

(Host selects volunteer to open box/envelope and then lets them take the enclosed treat/sweets.)

H: Now here is your first question. <Slide 5 one click>  In Rugby Union, how many points would you receive for a dropped goal?

C: What?

H: Do you know much about rugby?

C: I know they use a funny shaped ball.

H: Well, that’s a good start.  Now how many points would a team get if they used that funny shaped ball to score a dropped goal?

C: Can I see the answer board again? <Slide 6>  Well I guess that it’s going to be more than one, as there isn’t a number one on the answers list.

H: Remember that we’re asking about Rugby Union.

C: Hum.  It must be less than five, so I’ll go for three.

H: Well done. <Slide 7>  Three is the correct answer!  Now please choose your next box to eliminate? 

C: <Slide 8> Box number one please.

H: <Slide 9> But just before we see what’s in the next box we are going to have a couple of words from our sponsor.  So, let us all praise Him together by singing hymn …

(Hymn/Song is sung) – the ‘commercial break’ can be omitted if desired.  Slide 9 can be edited to also show the title and hymn book number of the hymn/song.
H: Thank you, please be seated.  Our contestant has already successfully eliminated one box and has chosen box number one to be eliminated next. <Slide 10 initial>  Can I have a volunteer to open number one please and find out what’s inside?  (Host selects volunteer to open box/envelope and lets them take the enclosed treat.)

<Slide 10 one click> Right, let’s see how you do with this.  In the first Walt Disney film about a group of Dalmatians, how many Dalmatians were there?
C: Films!  <Slide 11> I’m not so bad on films.  I know this one.  (Looks at the congregation and says) 101?  (Pause, then looking at Host)  Yes, 101.

H: <Slide 12> Correct.  There were indeed 101 Dalmatians.  Your next number choice please?

C: <Slide 13>  I‘m getting rid of the smaller values but I could really do with losing some of the bigger ones. (Looks thoughtful.)  I’ll have box number 8 please.

H: <Slide 14 initial> Box number 8 it is.  How are you feeling?

C: A bit uncomfortable to tell the truth.  I’ve been putting the same coins in my envelope for a long time; the thought that I might have to change makes me nervous.  

H: Try not to worry.  In this church we accept all denominations - £5, £10 and £20 notes.  You can even make cheques made payable to the PCC.  You don’t have to only give coins.

C: You don’t say.  Talking of cheques, I’ve been meaning to ask, can the church really claim Gift Aid from general cheque donations?

H: Oh yes.  <Name of Gift Aid Secretary> can claim back the income tax you have already paid, using many types of donations.  Cash in the giving envelopes, cheques, even bank standing orders.

C: Standing Orders?

H: Yes.  Giving to our church directly from your bank account is a very reliable and secure way to make your donations.

C: You know, I think I’ll consider that.

H: Now, moving on we need a volunteer to open number eight.

(Host selects volunteer to open the box/envelope and then lets them take the enclosed treat.)

H: <Slide 14 one click> Okay, your next question.  How much does it cost, each week, to keep this church open?

C: Can I change my mind and pick another box?

H: <Slide 15> No you can’t.  But remember that the answer is shown somewhere on our big screen.

C: That’s not a lot of help.  There’s quite a range of numbers there!

H: Consider all the things that this church has to pay for.

C: Erh … (thinks aloud) heating, lighting, water, insurance …

H: Communion bread and wine, service sheets …

C: Building repairs and maintenance …

H: The Vicar’s wages, training and council tax …
C: Missionary giving …

(Any specific items or organisations can be added into this list, but be wary of making it too long!)

H: The list goes on.

C: Certainly does, crumbs, I’ve never really thought about all the things our church has to pay for.

H: Well now that you have, have a careful look at our list of numbers and see if you can spot the correct answer.

C: Humm, (turns to congregation) have any of you any bright ideas?  (Turns back to host)  Well it’s just a guess, but with all the things we need to pay for I think it might be <gives correct answer - £1,507 in example presentation>.
H: <Slide 16> Well I’m impressed, an inspired guess.  This year it is indeed costing <£1,507> each week to keep this church open.

C: You know, before today I would never have guessed that our church cost that much to run, each week.

H: Yes, surprising isn’t it.  Okay, you’re doing well so please choose the next box to eliminate.

C: <Slide 17> Box number 7.

H: Box number 7.  Sure?

C: Well it’s either number 3 or number 7.  I don’t really like the look of that number 3, so I’ll go for box 7.

H: <Slide 18 initial> Box number 7 it is then.

(Host selects volunteer to open box/envelope and then lets them take the enclosed treat.)

H: <Slide 18 one click> Right, here’s your next question and considering you got the last one right, this should be easy.  On average, how much money is received each week, by our church?

C: <Slide 19> Okay, well again it’s just a pure guess, but I’ll plump for <gives a wrong answer that is too big>.

H: You’re sure?  You don’t to change your mind?

C: (Hesitates, then says) Yes, I’m sure. That is my answer.
H: Well I’m sorry, but that is the wrong answer. <Slide 20> You should have said <states correct answer - £1,206 in this example>.
C: (Repeats correct answer as an exclamation) <£1,206> per week!  Is that all?

H: Yes, that is all.

C: But that is (pause) <Slide 21> (states how much short giving is - £301 in this example) per week less than is needed!
H: That’s right, it is.  But now we can find out by how much that shortfall is about to shrink, as we discover how much extra you’ll be putting on to the offertory plate, by opening box number 2.
<Slide 22 initial> 

(Number of attendees across all congregations and fixed amount to increase by would need to be edited to match your church’s numbers in the next few lines)

C: Whoa, hang on a minute.  We have about <120> people who attend this church?

H: Yes, I believe we do.

C: Well then, if everyone gave an extra <£2.50> per week, <Slide 22 one click> that would cover the shortfall wouldn’t it? 
H: Hum, I suppose it might.  But there are some people who could give much more than that, and let’s not forget that there are also some nice big increases available for you.

<Slide 23>  (If possible a ringing telephone sound should also be heard at this point.)

C: (Looks around) What’s that?

H: Don’t worry; it will be our banker calling to offer a deal. (Picks up telephone handset)
C: Banker?  You never mentioned a Banker.

H: (Says into handset) One moment please.  (Turns back to Contestant) It’s alright; this is part of the game.  Rather than have you simply open your box and start giving your randomly chosen extra amount, our banker calls to make you an offer.

C: An offer?  What kind of offer?

H: Our banker will suggest an amount that he thinks is right for you to give.  You then need to decide if the deal is fair or not; whether to trust the banker and give what He suggests, or take your chances with your box.

C: How does the banker know what I should be giving?

H: Sorry, didn’t I say?  Our banker today is God.

C: And you’re keeping Him hanging on the line!

H: Oops.  (Puts telephone handset to ear)  Yes Lord I’m here, sorry about that.  
(Pause) Yes, I understand. 
(Pause) Are you sure?
(Pause) That’s very generous.
(Pause) Okay, I’ll put the offer to him.  (Puts the telephone down)
C: What did He say?  What did He say?

H: He said that He is the creator of all things.

C: Yes.

H: That everything we have has been given to us by Him.

C: Yes.

H: So, when we make our offering, all we are really doing is giving back to Him what is His already.

C: Oh.

H: Bottom line, God is offering you a class 1, top notch, deal.

C: And that would be?

H: That you should look at all that He has and regularly does give to you, then decide for yourself what proportion you should give back to Him.

C: Eh?  Any clues as to what that proportion should be?

H: You’ll need to think and pray about that; and most importantly, listen to what God is saying to you.  One real blessing about giving in proportion to what we have received is that those who have less give less, while those who receive more give more.

C: That’s easy for you to say.

H: No one has ever said that proportional giving was easy.  It can feel quite difficult at first.

C: Yes, I can see that.

H: <Slide 24> So, the deal is on the table.  What do you say, is it fair to give in proportion to what God has already given to you?  Or will you say ‘No Deal’?  Do you trust God enough to give back to Him a realistic portion of your income?

(After a moment of silence, while the Host and Contestant remain motionless, the actors leave the performance area without looking at the congregation).  If possible Slide 24 should be left up on the screen after the drama has finished.
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