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NOTES:

This sketch is brilliant for all age worship; it combines money and light entertainment.  It needs a careful eye to check details, e.g. the name of your Vicar; the Treasurer will need to provide the simple calculations needed and to edit the questions and text to make it appropriate for the local situation. Radio microphones are essential.  Parishes have been known to ‘obtain’ some music from a TV programme which has a similar format and lights, party poppers and so on.

Rehearsal and timing is essential.

The sketch is good fun and a very good way to reach the whole congregation, some of whom will be surprised at the sums involved.  Children also get the point very readily that sharing is a Christian act and necessary for the good of the church, the world and Christians themselves.
If you want reduce the length of the sketch and use it as a standalone sketch you can remove some of the earlier questions and omit the hymns.

CT
Good morning, my name is Chris Talentless and I’d like to welcome you to the first ever live edition of  ‘Who wants to be a Millionaero’ - ………… I hope you’re familiar with the game, (maybe you can explain the rules to me).


This morning we are playing for all these aeros.  I’ve counted the bubbles in these bars and there are exactly 1 million.


Before the service we had our ‘fastest finger’ question.  We asked all those here at the time to put the following in age order – starting with the youngest.

A
Rainbows
B
Cubs
C
Scouts
D
Vicars

The answer is A B C D.


And the winner was ...

George Nestles is going to play for a million.


George Nestles - Come on down!

(George appears and we sit down)


George is married with 2 children.  He won’t disclose his age, but he does remember when Preston North End had a good team, so he must be quite old.


Now George, it says here that if you win a million today you’re not going to share any of the aeros – you’re going to keep them all yourself.

GC
That’s right Chris, I love chocolate and this prize will keep me going for a year if I have two a week.

CT
Well, some people might think that’s a bit selfish.

GC
I don’t care. 

CT
I think we’d better get on with the game. You know the rules; you’ve got three lifelines – Ask the Congregation, Phone a Friend and 50:50.


Because Sunday roasts are in the oven, we’re going to start at 4,000 Aeros. So that’ll give you a LIFT, eh, George. Are you ready?

GC
As ready as I’ll ever be.

CT
Right, for 4,000 aeros.  Which of these groups raised money for charity? Was it:
A 
Band Aid
B
Lucozade
C
Lemonade
D
First Aid

GC
I think I’ll ask the congregation, Chris.

CT
Are you sure – they don’t look very bright to me ……..  and you’re not going to share your aeros with them.

GC
I might give them one or two if they help me now.

CT
OK congregation. George needs your help. I’m going to give you the 4 answers one at a time and I want you to shout out if you think it’s right, for instance if you think it’s Lucozade 
I want you to shout Lucozade……..So, is it:
A
Band Aid
B
Lucozade
C
Lemonade
D
First Aid
Well George, my computer is telling me that 21% think the answer is Lucozade; 2% think it’s First Aid; 81% think it’s Band Aid; 12% think it’s Lemonade – that’s a total of 116% - some must have shouted twice!

GC
Well they don’t look very clever to me either, but I suppose I’ll have to go with them and say – A, Band Aid.

CT
Final answer?

GC
......... Final answer.

CT
This congregation are a pretty clever bunch …….. you’ve just won 4,000 aeros.

GC
Thanks everybody; I’ll chuck you a couple of aeros on my way out later.


We’re here with George Rowntree, sorry Nestles, who so far, has won 4,000 aeros.  
He’s still got 50:50 and he’s still got Phone a Friend.  George is confident that he’s going all the way today.


Questions are getting tougher now George.  So, for 16,000 aeros, do you know: 


Who was once choose a fact about a member of the congregation
A
incorrect congregation’s name
B
correct congregation’s name
C
incorrect congregation’s name
D
incorrect congregation’s name
GC
I don’t know ………….  Talk about the fact?   Now who would do that?

CT
You’ve still got 50:50 and Phone a Friend…..

GC
I don’t want to phone my friend just yet, so I’ll have to go 50:50.

CT
Sure?

GC
Sure.

CT
Computer – take away 2 wrong answers. The computer has taken away ‘C’– name and ‘D’ name– leaving ‘A’ – name and ‘B’ - name.

GC
I’m going for ‘B’ correct name ……

CT
Final answer?

GC
Final answer.

CT
George – you had 4,000 aeros……… you’ve just won 16,000 aeros.  It’s the right answer.


Are you still going to keep all the aeros if you win?

GC
Well, I may give some away, but not many, I need to make sure I’ve got plenty to keep 
me going.

CT
Right George, we’re playing for 64,000 aeros.  You have nearly used up all your life lines but you have still have got Phone a Friend.


So for 64,000 aeros, and you’ve still got Phone a Friend.

GC
I’m starting to feel nervous now Chris, all those aeros so close….

CT
How much does it cost to run our church for a year? Is it?
A
£20,000
B
£40,000
C
Right Answer (Note: Use  ‘C’ as right answer and alter others to reflect right answer)
D
£80,000
You look worried George.
GC
I was never any good at sums. I know it’s a lot of money, but I don’t know how much.  
I haven’t really got a clue, so I’m going to phone my friend.

CT
You’ve got a friend then George?

GC
Oh yes, a very good friend – I meet with him everyday.

CT
Who is this good friend then George?

GC
It’s God, Chris.

CT
And he’s clever is he?

GC
He knows everything – he’ll have no trouble with this.

CT
Right let’s phone him.

GC
No need, just talk to him and he’ll hear.

CT
OK ……. Hello …….. God …….. are you there?

God
I’m here Chris.

CT
God, we’ve got George Nestles here.

God
I know, and he’s stuck on the 64,000 aero question …… the answer ……. is ....
CT
Can we play this game properly please ….. You’ve got to have 30 seconds, and the next voice you hear will be George ……….

God
OK Chris

CT
Right George get on with it.

GC
Hi God …..  nice to talk with you again.  How much does it cost to run this church for a year.  Is it £20,000, £40,000 £xxxxxx or £80,000?

God
I’ll tell you the answer, but before I do, I want you to think again about giving away some of your aeros!

GC
OK, I promise to think about it.

God
Fine, the answer is £xxxxxx
GC
Thanks God.

God
That’s alright, I’m always here for you.  Oh…. George ….

GC
Yes God?

God
Tell Chris I’ll be seeing him soon – bye for now.

CT
I don’t like the sound of that – I’ve already had my 50:50

GC
I knew he wouldn’t let me down.  I’m confident that he gave me the right answer.

CT
And what about giving some of your aeros away?

GC
Well ……. I’ll give 10% of my aeros to be shared with everyone here today.

CT
There are (XXX) people here.

GC
Well they’ll have to share.

CT
So George – your final answer.

GC
It’s ‘C’ Chris …….  (Right Answer)
CT
You sure?

GC
Positive.

CT
George you had 16,000 aeros …… (pause).  You might now have NONE  ……  or you might have 64,000. Don’t go away ……..we’ll be right back!

(freeze for three seconds, then…) 

CT
There told you, well George has now got 64,000 aeros – it costs £XXXX to run this church 
a year.
Well done George.
You’re now just 3 questions away from the million.

For a quarter of a million aeros, George, How much do the congregation give to this church each year?  Is it:
A

B (Note: Put a range of figures in here and use ‘B’ as the right answer)

C

D
GC
This is tough ……
CT
And you’ve got no lifelines left ………… if you answer incorrectly, you lose all your aeros.
GC
I know!  I know we’re quite generous here at St Whatever, but I know the Vicar was having a go at us last week ……. So maybe we’re not as generous as we could be …….. I’m just not sure.

CT
I don’t want to hurry you, but there are people here who have to put the roast potatoes in.

GC
This is a very important answer, I can’t rush it.


(CT looks at watch)
GC
I’m going for ‘B’ Chris £xxxxx
CT
You’re not very confident with this one are you?

GC
Not very, but I think I could be right – I’m not a good guesser.

CT
Is ‘B’ your final answer?

GC
Errm…… Yes, Yes Chris – final answer.

CT
You had 64,000 aeros ………. George …….. you’ve just won 250,000 aeros. 
Struggled a bit there George!

GC
I was never in danger.

CT
This next question might give you some problems, it’s for half a million aeros and it’s to do with ………. The Tweenies.

GC
Oh no ……..  I never watch the Tweenies.

CT
Well you did say you were a good guesser. Which of these is not a Tweenie?  Is it:
A
La La
B
Fizz
C
Jake
D
Bella

GC
I really have no idea.  Can I have another Life line?

CT
No you can’t ……. and I hope no-one in the congregation is going to help you…..


So no coughing please!!  


I think my aeros are safe for another day. 

 (George silently asks for help and hopefully someone shouts out the answer)
GC
It’s ‘A’

CT
What’s ‘A’?

GC
The answer – it’s ‘A’

CT
Where did that come from?

GC
From a very good source – let’s just say that there’s a pot of aeros at the end of these rainbows or whoever provided the answer. ‘A’ is my final answer.

CT
George, you have just become a half millionaero. How does it feel?

GC
I feel great Chris, a little tense but great and I’m going to make sure all these children get an aero if I win.
CT
Why the change of heart – they didn’t help you did they?

GC
Of course not, that’s against the rules.

CT
Final question – one step away from being a millionaero.  Are you ready?

GC
Ready.

CT
George, the million aero question. In 2014 after all the bills had been paid, how much extra per week will be needed to balance the books and/or insert details of project. 
A

B

C

D
(Note: Put in a range of figures here and have D as the right answer appropriate to your church)
GC
Pass.

CT
You can’t pass – think about it – some people want you to win.

GC
I really, really don’t know.


(write lines depending upon answer !)
CT
You don’t want to change your mind?

GC
No, I’ll stick with X
CT
The children won’t get any aeros if you’re wrong.

GC
And neither will I, but I’m sticking with X – NOTHING can make me change my mind.

CT
So X is you final answer?

God
No it isn’t.

CT
He’s back – that’s not allowed.

God
I’m not going to give him the answer, but he does need my help right now.

GC
Why is that?  I’m sure it’s X
God
I want you to Deliberate a little longer, before you Decide, Demand a little more time before you Deliver your answer.  You don’t want to lose those Delicious aeros, which you will share with all the girls and boys in St Whatever this morning.

GC
I think I’m going to change my mind.

CT
Why on earth would you want to do that – you were so confident that it was X
GC
I was before that little Delay and Divine intervention, but now I’m sure the answer is ‘D’ – and if I’m right every boy and every girl here today will get an aero even if it means that there are none left for me

CT
Is ‘D’ your final answer?

GC
It is.

CT
George Nestles…………………….. you’ve just become a millionaero!

(Party Poppers pop)
CT
Well that’s the end of the show – I’m going for a lie down – we hope you’ve enjoyed this light hearted look at our finances – there were a couple of messages in there somewhere and we’ll be having a more serious look over the next couple of weeks. Remember that the next millionaero question is: will the people of St Whatever increase their giving to balance the books and/or insert details of project. Tune in next week to find out.....


Meanwhile George Nestles will be at the door at the end of the service to give away his ill-gotten aeros.


Thank you very much.
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